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BEA/OIA Territory GDP Project

•Produces GDP and related measures for 4 U.S. 
territories: American Samoa, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands

•Project began in 2009; new data releases are prepared 
annually

•GDP estimates for the CNMI now cover calendar years 
2002–2020
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General approach

•Use BEA’s GDP framework for national GDP, modified 
for data available for the U.S. territories

•Limited availability of Federal data sets covering the 
CNMI

•Heavy reliance on data produced by the CNMI 
government
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Major Annual Data Sources for CNMI GDP
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Dates of past CNMI GDP releases
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News release Release date

# of months after close 

of calendar year

GDP for the CNMI, 2020 1/31/2023 25

GDP for the CNMI, 2019 4/6/2021 15

GDP for the CNMI, 2018 11/6/2019 10

GDP for the CNMI, 2017 10/17/2018 10

GDP for the CNMI, 2016 10/15/2017 10

GDP for the CNMI, 2015 11/29/2016 11
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Economic background: CNMI

• In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic had negative impacts on 
the CNMI economy, notably on tourism and casino-
related activity.
o According to data from the Census Bureau’s County Business 

Patterns, annual wages were 24.6 percent lower in 2020 than in 
2019.

o According to data from the Marianas Visitors Authority, visitor 
arrivals were 81.7 percent lower in 2020 than in 2019. 

o According to publicly available financial statements covering 
activity of the casino hotel in Saipan:

▪ Revenues were 95.0 percent lower in 2020 than in 2019.

▪ Construction progress “slowed down considerably” in 2020.
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New estimates of CNMI GDP
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Real GDP for U.S. States, D.C., and Territories
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Exports of services

1/31/23

10



Casino revenues
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Private fixed investment
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Personal consumption expenditures
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Real PCE for U.S. States, D.C., and Territories
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Government spending
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Imports
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Updates to GDP

1/31/23

17



Updates to GDP
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GDP by industry
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Compensation by industry
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Looking forward

•What is needed to improve timeliness of BEA statistics?
o Data produced by the CNMI government, including the 

government financial statements, will continue to be critical for 
the estimation of CNMI GDP

o Earlier availability of CNMI government financial statement data is 
a key element of producing more timely CNMI GDP statistics for 
2021 and beyond

•How can BEA and the CNMI government increase 
collaboration?
o Brainstorm options with the CNMI Department of Finance to 

enable earlier BEA access to government financial data

o Describe the value of local data sets for GDP estimation to other 
key stakeholders in the CNMI government
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Contact information

Aya Hamano

Project Manager

Bureau of Economic Analysis

(301) 278-9683

Aya.Hamano@bea.gov

Sabrina Montes

Project Manager

Bureau of Economic Analysis

(301) 278-9268

Sabrina.Montes@bea.gov
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Territorial Economic Accounts email address: Territories@bea.gov

Web page: https://www.bea.gov/data/gdp/gdp-commonwealth-northern-
mariana-islands-cnmi

Survey of Current Business articles: 

• Estimating GDP for the U.S. Territories (May 2021)

• Territorial Economic Accounts for American Samoa, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands (October 2022)
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